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Mission Statement for the Warburton NDP 

 

To continuously develop and evolve a welcoming, safe and sustainable 
environment for all stakeholders (residents, visitors, farmers, Trafford) 
where history is celebrated, the landscape is treasured, and the 
community is vibrant. 
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Regulation 14 Public Consultation: Monday 8th July 2024 until  
5pm Saturday 31st August 2024 
 

 

 

Welcome to the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan for Warburton.  The Draft Plan is 
published for formal consultation for nearly 8 weeks from Monday 8th July 2024 until 
5pm Saturday 31st August 2024.  

Households in the Parish should have received a leaflet and response form, but all the 
documents are available to view and download from the NDP pages of the Parish Council 
website:  https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan  or by using the QR 
code above. 

Hard copies of the Plan and Warburton Masterplan & Design Guide are provided in the Parish 
Rooms, The Saracens Head pub, the church porch and in the Egg Hut on Moss Lane, and 
are available on request from the Clerk to the Parish Council.   

We are holding an open drop-in event on Saturday 13th July from 12pm to until 4pm in St 
Werburghôs New Church, Bent Lane where you can meet the NDP Steering Group members 
and find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan.  All are welcome to attend. 

Please complete the online response form on the website if possible.   

Otherwise, handwritten completed response forms can be brought to the drop in event on 13th 
July or returned to the box in the new church.  They can also be posted to: Warburton Parish 
Council, 10, Egerton Avenue, Warburton, Cheshire, WA13 9TD. 

Responses by email are also welcome to: Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org  

Following the consultation, we will consider all the responses and revise the Warburton NDP.  
It will be submitted to Trafford Council later in 2024.

https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
mailto:Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org
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Map 1:  Warburton NDP Area and Parish Boundary 
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1.0 What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan? 
 

1.1 Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs) were introduced through the Localism 

Act 2011 to give local people a greater say in planning decisions that affect their area. 

NDPs are neighbourhood level planning policy documents with policies designed to 

reflect the needs and priorities of local communities. 

1.2 NDPs can identify where development should take place, set out local design 

principles so that buildings respond positively to local character, and protect important 

facilities, historic buildings, the natural environment and open spaces. They are an 

important part of our planning system because planning applications are determined 

in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate 

otherwise. Made (adopted) NDPs are part of the local statutory development plan for 

their area. 

1.3  An NDP can cover a range of planning related issues or just have one, single policy. 

The Vision Statement and Key Planning Issues consultation explored whether the 

various local planning issues identified by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

were supported by local residents and stakeholders.  The consultation responses 

have been used to inform this Draft Plan. The report óQualitative assessment of 

Feedback from Warburton NPD consultation with residents in December 2021ô is 

available on the website https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-

plan. 

1.4  It is important to remember that NDPs cannot be prepared in isolation. They have to 

be óin general conformityô with strategic planning policies - in this case, the strategic 

policies in the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document for Bolton, 

Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford And Wigan 2022 

to 2039 Adopted 21 March 2024 (known as óPFEô) which apply to Trafford.  Appendix 

A: Replaced District Local Plan Policies Table A.8 Replaced Trafford Local Plan 

Policies sets out which of the Trafford Core Strategy (2012) Policies have been 

replaced by PFE policies. Trafford Local Plan: Core Strategy, Adopted January 2012 

and saved policies from the Revised Trafford Unitary Development Plan Adopted 

Plan, June 2006 also make up the current Trafford Local Plan.  Most of the UDP 

policies are no longer operational as they have been superseded by other Local Plan 

documents including the Core Strategy.  Consideration of the compliance of the local 

plan policies with the revised National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 

was published in 20191.  The Policies Maps in Appendix 2 identify the strategic 

planning policies and context relevant to the Warburton neighbourhood area. 

1.5 In line with good practice (see Planning Practice Guidance ï óCan a neighbourhood 

plan come forward before an up-to-date local plan or spatial development strategy is 

in place?ô) the Warburton NDP has also been prepared taking into account the 

reasoning and evidence informing the local plan process for the new Trafford Local 

Plan up to 2037, February 2021 (Regulation 18 Consultation Draft).  

 
1 A Review of Local Development Plan Policies  
 

https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-everyone/adoption/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-everyone/adoption/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-everyone/adoption/
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/docs/core-strategy-adopted-final.pdf
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/docs/Unitary-Development-Plan-2006.pdf
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/docs/Unitary-Development-Plan-2006.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#evidence-to-support-a-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#evidence-to-support-a-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#evidence-to-support-a-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/local-plan/trafford-local-plan.aspx
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/local-plan/trafford-local-plan.aspx
https://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/docs/Local-Plan-Compliance-with-Revised-NPPF-Feb-2019-20190513-.pdf
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1.7 NDP Policies also have to 'have regard to' national planning policy, as set out in the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which was updated on 19th December 

2023, and other National Planning Practice Guidance, Ministerial Statements and 

Government advice. 

1.8 All the Neighbourhood Development Plan planning policies have to be underpinned 

by a clear and robust evidence base of technical resources and be informed by the 

responses to public consultations.  Overall, the Plan has to meet a set of óbasic 

conditionsô set out in national guidance (including being in general conformity with 

strategic policies and having regard to national policies as set out above). 

1.9 Preparing an NDP is a complex and lengthy process and is set out in Government 

regulations: the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). 

This process is set out in Figure 1. 

1.10 Following the formal consultation on the Draft Plan, the Plan will be revised and 

submitted to Trafford Council.  Trafford Council will check it and publish it for a further 

6 weeks consultation.   

1.11 The Plan then will be examined by an independent Examiner, who is likely to 

recommend further changes before the Plan is subjected to a local referendum within 

the Parish. If there is a majority Yes vote (50% of turnout + 1), the Plan will be made 

by Trafford Council and used to help determine planning applications alongside 

Trafford Council's planning policies. 

1.12 There are therefore several more stages following this informal consultation and the 

Neighbourhood Plan can only be made if, at the very end, local people support it. 

1.13 We hope to achieve all this and have a plan in place in late 2024.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637
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Figure 1:  NDP Process 
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2.0 An NDP for Warburton 
 

First Steps 
 

2.1 Warburton Parish Council made the decision in 2019 to prepare an NDP. Warburton 

Parish was designated as a neighbourhood area by Trafford Council on 4th March 

2019.  Map 1 shows the extent of the Parish and designated area. The NDP can only 

include planning policies to guide development within this boundary.  

2.2 An NDP Launch Meeting was held on 9th May 2019 at 7.30 pm at the Warburton 

Parish Rooms and was promoted to local residents through a leaflet delivered to 

households in the parish. 

2.3 An NDP Steering Group of parish councillors and interested local residents was set 

up and planning consultants Kirkwells appointed to provide professional town 

planning consultancy advice.  The group meets approximately monthly in the Parish 

Rooms or online and agendas and minutes are published on the Parish Councilôs 

website. The meetings are open to the public. The group reports back to the Parish 

Council on progress, and at key stages (such as prior to any public consultation) NDP 

documents have to be approved by the Parish Council.  

2.4 Early on the group prepared a background document describing the historic 

landscape significance of Warburton Park, commissioned a habitats survey and 

reviewed policies and proposals in the new Trafford Local Plan and PFE strategic 

plan and relevant local technical evidence to support these higher-level documents.  

These various óevidence baseô documents are provided on the NDP pages of the 

Parish Council website  https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan  

  

 Public Consultation on the Vision Statement and Key Planning Issues, 
1st December until 31st December 2021 

 

2.5 A short Vision Statement and Key Planning Issues document was prepared by the 

NDP Steering Group in the Autumn of 2021 setting out the groupôs proposed draft 

vision and objectives and the key planning themes or issues identified so far. The 

document included a questionnaire and was published for local informal consultation 

in December 2021. 

2.6 A leaflet promoting the consultation was delivered to all households and businesses 

in the Parish.  A public drop-in event was held in the Parish Rooms on Saturday 11th 

December from 2-4 pm with mince pies, mulled wine and other refreshments. 

2.7 Consultees could respond to the consultation in the following ways: 

¶ Completing and submitting an online response form from the parish council 

website (https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan); or 

¶ Downloading the Vision document and response form from the NDP page of 

the Parish Council website and emailing it back to 

Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org, or  

https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
mailto:Neighbourhoodplan@warburtonparishcouncil.org
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¶ Completing a hard copy of the response form and posting it to Warburton 

Parish Council; or 

¶ Sending a letter to Warburton Parish Council. 

 
NDP Vision Drop In, Parish Rooms, 11th December 2021 

 

2.8 Around 20 local people attended the Christmas drop in event.  Although a number 

did not complete the questionnaire, they made verbal comments, and these were 

recorded by the steering group members.  

2.9 The responses to the consultation were considered by the group and used to inform 

the policies and proposals in the Draft Plan.  Overall respondents were supportive of 

the proposed approach in the NDP, and some used the opportunity to set out other 

wider local concerns to the Parish Council. These (non-planning policy matters) are 

addressed in Appendix 1 Parish Council Actions and Local Aspirations.  

2.10 A report on the consultation is published on the NDP page of the Parish Council 

website (Qualitative assessment of Feedback from Warburton NPD consultation with 

residents in December 2021) .   

  

Warburton Masterplan & Design Guide 

 

       

2.11 In 2021 the Parish Council accessed the Locality neighbourhood planning technical 

support programme to appoint independent consultants AECOM to prepare a finer 

grained masterplan focusing on that part of the then proposed strategic site JPA33 

https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
https://www.warburtonparishcouncil.org/neighbourhood-plan
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New Carrington within the neighbourhood area in the north of the Parish at Warburton 

Lane.   

2.12 The aim was to provide more detailed layouts and designs which would respond to 

the important natural and built heritage assets in the Parish and provide a sensitive 

transition from the rural area in the south and east of the Parish to the built-up area 

where major development is proposed.  The document also includes a design guide 

with design principles for both the part of the proposed strategic site within the 

neighbourhood plan area and other parts of the parish.  

Informal Consultation on the Emerging Draft Neighbourhood Plan and 

Warburton Draft Masterplan & Design Guide, June 2023 

 

 

2.13 The emerging Draft Neighbourhood Plan was published for informal consultation over 

3 weeks in June 2023.  At the same time the draft Warburton Masterplan & Design 

Guide was published on the neighbourhood plan page of the Parish Councilôs website 

and comments were invited. An open drop-in event was held on Saturday 17th June 

from 2pm to 4pm in the Parish Rooms and residents were provided with a summary 

document and questionnaire.  The full version of the Draft Plan and other background 

documents were also provided on the Parish Councilôs website. 

2.14 In total there were 46 responses, the majority of which supported the approach in the 

Draft Plan.  The Preferred Option for the Masterplan was also supported by a majority 

of respondents.  The comments were considered carefully and used to inform some 

revisions to the policies and supporting text. Trafford Council also provided informal 

comments and these were largely accepted by the steering group and changes made 

to the Draft Plan.  

Warburton Archaeological and Historic Buildings Assessment Overview 
 
2.15 An Archaeological and Historic Buildings Assessment has been prepared to underpin 

and inform the policies and proposals in the NDP.  This report is published as a 

background evidence base document on the NDP pages of the Parish Council 

website and summarises the significant historic landscape and built heritage assets 

(designated and non-designated) in the Warburton neighbourhood area.   
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Strategic Planning Issues 
 
2.16 Most of Warbuton Parish is washed over by the Green Belt. 

2.17 There are several major development and transport proposals which could have 

significant implications for the future of the Parish. The NDP cannot be used to object 

to these proposals, but the Parish Council is committed to remaining involved in these 

higher-level planning processes and to ensuring the NDP provides a local planning 

framework which adds value, information and detail to inform planning decisions.  

2.18 In summary these proposals are: 

¶ Places for Everyone Policy JP-Strat11: New Carrington with Policy JP 

Allocation 30 New Carrington propose 5,000 residential units at Carrington / 

Partington and Sale West, around 350,000 sqm (gross) of employment 

opportunities for B2 / B8 uses and a new local centre.  An area of the Parish 

to the north lies within this strategic allocation and the proposal includes a 

new Green Belt boundary and development of approximately 400 residential 

units in the Warburton Lane area. The high-level masterplan (New Carrington 

GMSF Master Plan, September 2020) identifies several parcels of land 

proposed for residential development to the south of Red Brook. 

¶ Emerging new Trafford Local Plan Policy TP6 ï Carrington and Partington 

sets out that new development will have a transformational impact on the 

area and provide enhanced services and facilities to the existing 

communities, reducing isolation through new transport and social 

infrastructure and improved access to green spaces. Policy AF7 ï New 

Carrington identifies an Area of Focus to reflect the anticipated development 

in this location. 

¶ The route of HS2 (Phase 2B) bisects the parish south to northwest and 

proposes a new viaduct over the Manchester Ship Canal to connect with 

stations along the existing railway including Wigan, Preston, Lancaster, 

Oxenholme, Penrith, Carlisle, Lockerbie, Motherwell, Glasgow and 

Edinburgh. In October 2023 this section of HS2 was cancelled. 

 

2.19 Trafford emerging new Local Plan Policy TP12 ï Rural communities sets out in part 

a) that óWarburton, Dunham, Dunham Woodhouses and other rural communities will 

be protected from inappropriate development, their character, appearance and 

amenity enhanced, and the range of facilities within these settlements to be sufficient 

to maintain their long-term sustainability.ô 

2.20 Warburton NDP has been prepared in the context of these national and emerging 

strategic policies and proposals. 
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3.0 A Portrait of Warburton  
 

 
Parish Rooms and ónewô St Werburgh church 

 

3.1 The Parish of Warburton lies about 4 miles west of Altrincham and 15 miles southwest 

of Manchester within the local authority area of Trafford Council. There were around 

340 residents in 2021 (Census 2021)2. 

3.2 The Parish is bounded by Partington the north and the Manchester Ship Canal to the 

west. Although the area is geographically close to the national motorway network (the 

M60, M56, M6 and M62 form a ring around the wider area) the local road network 

comprises winding rural lanes with a small toll bridge over the old Mersey 

watercourse and a larger, raised bridge over the Manchester ship canal. These 

physical constraints add to the areaôs relative sense of isolation. The National Trust 

property of Dunham Massey estate lies nearby to the southeast. 

3.3 The parish has a low lying, rural character and includes a number of working farms.  

There are several areas of woodland (including ancient woodland) and some 

traditional orchards. The boundaries of the Parish are delineated by the water 

courses of Red Brook to the north and the River Bollin to the south. The Manchester 

Ship Canal forms the boundary to the west and part of the old course of the River 

Mersey lies to the north and west of the village. There are also numerous ponds, 

many dating from medieval times. Most of the area, apart from an area to the north 

near Partington, is washed over by the Green Belt.  

3.4 There is evidence that a large area of the northwest of the parish around Warburton 

Park was occupied by a medieval deer park, believed to date from the 1200s.  This 

is a significant heritage asset with potential for further archaeological interest.  

3.5 Development is concentrated in the village of Warburton and the smaller settlement 

of Mossbrow. There are two churches. The old church of St Werburgh dates from 

Saxon times and is located close to the toll bridge. The newer church of St Werburgh 

is on Bent Lane, about half a mile from the medieval church and includes the Parish 

Room. The Saracenôs Head public house is located just outside the village on 

Paddock Lane. 

 
2 https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/ 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/









































































































































